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“Brooks-Hummel Nature Reserve is often referred to as a ‘natural area’ by city staff and
community members, and with good reason. Natural areas are protected because they have
special ecological significance due to their plant and animal communities or the presence of
rare species and unique habitats. With its steep east- and west-facing slopes, rock outcrops,
and stream running through the middle of the property, Brooks-Hummel Nature Reserve
contains several distinct habitat types as well as some of the best examples of older growth
forest we have in Fayetteville. Many species of native birds, mammals, reptiles, amphibians,
and plants are protected within this natural area.

The mission of the Fayetteville Natural Heritage Association is to promote the conservation of
Fayetteville’s natural areas to balance the needs of people and wildlife for generations to
come. We value the partnership formed with the city that has helped preserve our natural
heritage over the past 16 years. We are a group of community members who enjoy being
outdoors and connecting with nature, and so we greatly appreciate living in a city whose
administration shares these values and works to provide opportunities to enjoy parks and
natural areas through programs such as the shared-use paved trail system.

However, we feel very strongly while shared-use trails should provide access to natural




areas, they should not be built within them. The construction process required to build
corridors on the scale of shared-use trails, whether composed of concrete, asphalt, gravel,
wood, or other material, has an ecologically significant impact on a natural area and its
inhabitants both during and after construction. The result of shared-use trails in a natural area
would be irreparable habitat fragmentation and loss, compaction of surrounding soils, edge
effects that result in greater exposure to invasive species, alteration and hindrance of water
flow and infiltration, and a potentially negative impact on the ability of certain species to
survive in their altered surroundings.

As Fayetteville grows and becomes more urbanized, our natural areas are becoming more
important for the protection of plant communities and wildlife. As temporary stewards of this
city, it is our responsibility to do all we can to protect these natural areas from unnecessary
development, not only for the plants and animals that live there, but for the people who want
to enjoy interacting with them today and into the future. As you consider the Active
Transportation Plan Update at upcoming meetings, we urge you to recommend the shared-
use trail currently proposed for Brooks-Hummel Nature Reserve be removed from the plan.
City staff should instead develop an alternative route around the preserve so that this
precious natural resource is not impacted.”

Bush Honeysuckle
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Are you a member of the Fayetteville Natural Heritage Association?
Help our community balance economic growth and conservation priorities. Help create a land
and water legacy for future generations. Conserve wildlife habitat, rural landscapes and
neighborhood open space.

Sign up or renew your membership on our website at www.fayettevillenatural.org.

Memberships:

Single $20
Family $40
Supporting $100
Sustaining $250
Steward $500
Landmark $1000 (Lifetime)
Heritage $5,000 (Lifetime)



https://www.fayettevillenatural.org/membershiprenewal/

