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Additional FNHA activities and accomplishments:

For the past six years, FNHA has sponsored scholarships for several area 5% and

6th graders to attend the Arkansas Audubon Society Halberg Ecology Camp.

It has sponsored the Seeds and Suds native seed program, with participants collecting
native seeds and then drinking a beverage (the suds part.)

FNHA donated $5,000 to a project outside of Fayetteville, but consistent with our local
efforts, which added 2.5 acres, or 25%, to Searles Prairie Natural Area, a 10-acre
unplowed remnant of virgin prairie in Benton County. Only one-half of one percent of
what was nearly 10,000 acres of the Osage Prairie remains today; it is home to numerous
rare species not found in any other habitat type.

FNHA worked to protect a 41-acre tallgrass prairie near Woolsey Wet Prairie, near the
westside wastewater treatment plant, which will be named West Side Prairie. As part of
its sustainability initiative, the City of Fayetteville wanted to install a solar array that
would power the treatment plant with renewable energy, but had chosen a site on the
property that is a degraded, but still ecologically significant, prairie remnant. Jennifer
Ogle from FNHA and Terri Lane, executive director of the Northwest Arkansas Land
Trust met with Environmental Director Peter Nierengarten and Mayor Lioneld Jordan
about the problem with the proposed solar array location. They immediately agreed to
find another site that would spare the prairie — no fight, no argument, no hard sell, just a




shared commitment to prairie preservation.

Jennifer noted that recent studies show that there were once 21,000 acres of contiguous
prairie, stretching all the way to Prairie Grove. Although the area all around the westside
site is being developed quickly, we know that this area is restorable because all of the
Woolsey Wet Prairie is being restored and has seen a large increase in the number of
native plant species since restoration activities began several years ago. A recent bio-blitz
identified 262 species in the West Side Prairie, 209 of them native.
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Prairie trout-lily (Erythronium mesochoreum)
Photo Credit: David Oakley




Are you a member of the Fayetteville Natural Heritage Association?
Help our community balance economic growth and conservation priorities. Help create a land
and water legacy for future generations. Conserve wildlife habitat, rural landscapes and
neighborhood open space.

Sign up or renew your membership on our website at www.fayettevillenatural.org.

Memberships:

Single $20
Family $40

Supporting $100
Sustaining $250
Steward $500
Landmark $1000 (Lifetime)
Heritage $5,000 (Lifetime)



https://www.fayettevillenatural.org/membershiprenewal/

