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DEPALMA NATURE PARK ADDS TO MT. SEQUOYAH WOODS

On Thursday, April 27, 2006,
the Barber Group and the De-
Palma family donated the 30-
acre Anthony DePalma Nature
Park of Mount Sequoyah
‘Woods to the City of Fayette-
ville. The ceremony was at-
tended by two of Dr. De-
Palma’s sisters and his
nephew, John Oates, who
spoke for the family. In pre-
senting the land to the mayor,
Seth Kaffka, president of the
Barber Group, said “This is
such beautiful land, and we
want everyone to be able to
anjoy it for years to come.”

The FNHA presented Golden
Acorn Awards to both the Bar-
ber Group and the DePalma
hairs for their commitmant to
the continued preservation of
this tract of Fayetteville's old
growth urban forest. Dr, DePal-
ma enjoyed and preserved this
land during his many years of
living In Fayetteville, FNHA

chairman, Pete Heinzelmann,
sald "This addition will make
these woods a truly excep-
tional nature preserve of al-
most 100 acres for current
and future residents to enjoy.”

Pete Helnzelmann Presenting the Barber
Group with the Golden Acorn Award

The new 30-acre addition to
Fayetteville's parkland is lo-
cated at the north end of
Happy Hollow Road just west

of the Cliffs apartments. Its
trails have many outstanding
features and they connect to
the trails in Mt Sequoyah
Woods, An easy way to "check
it out” is to enter Mt Sequoyah
Woods at the Happy Hollow/
Paddock Lane entrance, This
trall has slight elevation
changes, unlike the very steep
traila near Skyline Drive, and
traverses some of the best
parts of ML Sequoyah Woods
and the DePalma Nature Park
By always keeping to the right,
you'll come to the Cliffs apart-
ments’ paved walking trail that
will take you back to Happy
Hollow Road

Article by Bob & Sara Caulk

$200,000 RAISED TO PRESERVE MOUNT SEQUOYAH WOODS

Recently, the
FNHA was
pleased to
present o
check for
$50,000 to
Mayor
Coody. We
have now

raised and given $200,000
to the City to help them pay
for Mount Sequoyah Woods.
When we complete our com-
mitment of $300,000, the
City will give the FNHA a
conservation easement on
MSW which will ensure
that it will be preserved as

a natural park for all future
generations. The over 500
people and businesses that
have contributed to the
cause have given a signifi-
cant gift to the people of
Fayetteville.

Article by Pete Heinzelmann
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FAYETTEVILLE

UPDATE ON GIS STUDY OF HIGH PRIORITY CONSERVATION AREAS

The Fayetteville Natural Heri-
tage Association and the
Ozark Highlands Office of The
Nature Conservancy along
with students from the Land-
scape Architecture Depart-
ment of the University of
Arkansas have continued to
work on identifying properties
that can be candidates for
conservation in Fayetteville
and its growth area.

Over 120 people ranked im-
portant characteristics of
properties on a public ques-
tionnaire. The most impor-
tant characteristic turned out
1o be the existence of walking
and hiking trails on natural
sites. There were approxi-
mately 30 specific sugges-

tions for conservation sites in
and around Fayetteville
When these suggestions
were compared to the sites
recommended by the GIS
study it was found that all but
three were on both lists,
Some individuals offered to
assist the FNHA in working
toward its conservation
goals, Results of the ques-
tionnaire were returned to
those who gave their e-mail
address

The Science Advisory Group
met on March 2 to make final
decisions for criteria for as-
sessing the parcels for the
GIS study, After studying the

various characteristics. For
example, the group dis-
cussed the need for large
sites for conservation of eco-
logical resources. It was
decided that larger parcels
should be more highly
ranked. Also, aquatic ecology
was given a high ranking due
to the relative scarcity and
unique ecology of streams
and rivers in comparison to
dry hilltops and slopes. The
Science Advisory Committee
will hold its next meeting
after there has been ample
opportunity to visit and report
on highly ranked properties
by both lohn Crone and his

results of the
they decided on rankings for

nalre,

Continued on next page

“MWe had fand in
the pofect place
for o citiy pask
and we wouldat
hase aased it
without Made.”

LIFELONG RESIDENT RECEIVES
GOLDEN ACORN AWARD

Sixteen years ago, lifelong
Fayetteville resident Wade
Colwell persuaded a Fayette-
ville landowner and city lead-
ers to turn an east Fayetteville
farm into a large public green-
space - the green field with
big sky now known as Gulley
Park

At a press conference earlier
this month, the Fayetteville
Natural Heritage Association
awarded Colwell its highest
honor, the Golden Acorn
award, for his vision in having
the farmiand set aside for
public use

“Wade set the example to get
us creating a tradition of pre-
serving land,” FNHA chairman
Pete Heinzelmann said, when
presenting the award. *We
had land in the perfect place
for a city park and we would-
n't have saved it without
Wade.”

Colwell hastened to explain
that he wasn't the one to start
the trend here in preserving
land for public use. He said

that when his great grandfa-
ther built houses around Wil-
son Park, he donated some of
the land for that park. An ear-
lier relative donated land for
the city's airport, Drake Field
Colwell said that their fore-
sight gave him the inspiration
to look for similar opportuni-
ties. *Many people who came
to Fayetteville from some-
where else don't have the
heritage of seeing rock
houses and trees that are
there because your relatives
put them there,” he said “But
people are starting to get it -
they are beginning 1o see the
value in having their homes
next to parks and green-
spaces.”

He learned much of his appre-
ciation for natural surround-
ings from the very land that is
now Gulley Park. While Fred
and Floy Gulley owned one of
the last remaining farms in
east Fayetteville, Colwell and
other neighborhood children
were welcomed to swim and

fiah in the pond and creek
and to play in the hay barn
Many years later, when Floy
was the remaining landowner
and Colwell was on the Fa-
yetteville Parks and Recrea-
tion board, Colwell pitched
the idea of a park both to the
board and to Mrs Gulley. The
result was that Mrs Gulley
agreed to sell the land at un-
der its market value if she
could stay in her house on the
property. Since then, Gulley

Continued on next page
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Golden Acorn Award Presented to
Wade For His Years Of Dedication
To The Parks And Natural Areas Of
Fayetleville, Especially For His
Vislon And Work In The Creation
of Gulley Park
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Continued from page 2

Wade with wife, Shaune, daugh-
ter, Kayla, and his mother, Susie
Colwell,

Continued from page 2
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no rabbits, no hawks.”

Park has evolved into a wide green
park with trails around the perimeters
Only a gazebo and a volleyball field
interrupt the flow of the land

Now chairman of the parks board,
Colwell says he is glad most of the
wide open spaces at Gulley Park are
uncluttered, but that he would like to
see the land there left more natural
than itis. *l really wish they would
have left the row of blackberries. Kids
could pick them and they would har-
bor wildlife. Now we have no turtles,

help him build a

that,” he said

UPDATE ON GIS STUDY OF HIGH PRIORITY CONSERVATION AREAS

dents and staff of The Nature
Conservancy Ozark Highlands
Office.

The final list of parcels
planned for on site visits num-
ber approximately 50 sites
inside the boundaries of the
City of Fayetteville, 20 in the
Fayettaville growth area, and
an additional 30 sites in the
larger study area. This adds
up to 100 possible sites which
will be on a short list of poten-
tial conservation sites out of a
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total of over 5500 parcels
analyzed in the GIS study

A site visit worksheet was de-
veloped for the landscape
architecture students and the
TNC staff for use in assessing
parcels on the ground. Vegeta.
tion types were listed in rela-
tion to slopes and soil charac-
teristics. Forest tree sizes
were assessed In various parts
of the site, along with charac-
teristics of forest strata of pri-
mary, secondary and herb/

story ideas or events you would

shrub layers. Other assess-
ments included the diversity of
natural features that might
allow a gimpse of the unique
qualities of regional ecosys.
tems and the recreational
possibilities of walking and
hiking on the site

The project will be completed
by the end of June

Article by Karen Rollet-Crocker

More recently, Colwell has found an-
other outlet for his greenspace pre-
serving tendencies. He is enlisting the
help of boy scouts, especially those
working to become Eagle Scouts, to

trail around another

city-owned property, Lake Sequoyah

“We're starting to see in Fayetteville
an appreciation for trails that go by
homes. People see that it creates a
sense of community and they want

Article by Nancy Varvil

5&. maoad

im_fmd’uuf
daractesialic
tuned oul to be
the exiatence of
salking and

y\i‘iuﬂ l»wui& o
natural sites

Golden Acorn Award

Favonsrvae Naturad Berage
Asstinfinn




TRADITIONS

Traditions are interesting things.
They take a long time to develop, but
once established they have a strong
influgnce on what happens in the
future. We have recently seen sev-
aral examples of traditions which
have lead to preservation of natural
areas in Fayetteville,

This spring the family of Dr. An-
thony DePalma and the Barber
Group gave thirty forested acres
adjacent to Mount Sequuyah Woods
to the City. Dr. DePalma who started
this tradition by saving the land
which will now become tha “Anthony
DePalma Nature Park” in his mem-
ory. The FNHA showed its apprecia-
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CHAIRMAN'S CORNER

tion for their vision and commitment
to Fayetteville by giving a Golden
Acorn award to each of them.

Wade Colwell is another part of
this tradition. Wade's family, in years
past, gave significant natural areas
in town that we now enjoy-Wilson
Park for one. Now Wade has carried
on the tradition with his own efforts
to create Gulley Park and his years
of service on the Parks Board. He
also received a Golden Acorn award

Now we are seeing the tradition __
carried on by Frank Sharp and Bar-
bara Moorman who have or are plan-
ning to place conservation ease-
ments on part of their land on the
west side of town. The Fayetteville

Natural Heritage Association and all

of you who have contributed in effort
to save Mount Sequoyah Woods are

also part of this important tradition

As always, we must look to the
future. We are getting close to com-
pleting our financial commitment to
the City to help pay for the preserva
tion of Mount Sequoyah Woods and
will need to continue our fund rais-
ing campaign. Once we finish, we will
have given a special gift to the peo-
ple of Fayetteville for today and to-
MOrTow.

Pete Heinzelmann
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